
Can you imagine driving a boat up to a pristine 
and beautiful deserted island, only to be met by 
swimming pigs of all colours and sizes? The Ba-
hamas has been highlighted recently for its swim-
ming pigs. The pigs have appeared on television 
shows, news programs, websites, articles and 
more. 
 We are pleased to tell you that Exuma isn’t 
the only island with swimming pigs. We have our 
very own island of swimming pigs right here on 
Abaco. No-Name Cay is a small island south of 
Green Turtle Cay. The cay is uninhabited with 
the exception of Abaco’s famous swimming pigs. 
No-Name Cay has been nicknamed “Piggyville” 
for obvious reasons. This cay along with its pigs 
has recently become a must-see attraction on 
Abaco. You would be missing out to leave Abaco 
having not seen our famous swimming pigs.
 While hogs and pigs are common on the main-
land, they are very uncommon on the surrounding 
cays. There are several theories out there, but no 
one knows for sure (or admits to knowing) how 
the pigs ended up there. The mystery adds to No-
Name Cay’s popularity. Currently on the island 
there are 21 pigs, 12 of them are two different sets 
of babies. There currently aren’t many males on 
the island, so everything remains pretty calm. All 
are welcomed to visit the pigs, but keep in mind 
the island can only be visited by boat.
 There are many boat rentals throughout 
Abaco. If you are feeling adventurous, rent a boat 
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and visit the island yourself. The 
cay is only 10-15 minutes away 
from Treasure Cay or Green Tur-
tle Cay, but is farther away from 
Marsh Harbour or other cays. If 
you are wishing to rent a boat, 
check with the rental company 
for directions and safety tips.
 For those that would like to 
rest easy and let someone else 
do all of the hard work, there are 
many tour companies all over the 
island that will take you to No-
Name Cay. Brendal’s Dive Cen-
ter is a top choice for a tour to 
see the pigs. Brendal and his wife 
Mary have been operating their 
tour business on Green Turtle 
Cay for more than 30 years, and 
Brendal has been taking tours to 
No-Name Cay for quite some time 
now. Brendal’s Dive Center offers 
a two and a half hour private tour 
to the cay just to spend time with 
the pigs. The island is a stop on 
one of its Island Hopping Tours 
on a Sunday. Brendal and Mary 
also make special trips during 
the slow season to take food to 
the pigs. Sunset Marine and Boat 
Rentals also operates on Green 
Turtle Cay. There are also a few 
tour companies that are based in 
Treasure Cay (on the mainland): 
Captain Mark’s Charters and 
Abaco Adventures - Ozzie Hall: 
Hope Town - Capt’n Plug - Staf-

ford Patterson: Marsh Harbour 
- RNR Charters, Dream Yacht 
Charters. Check with these com-
panies to have a day with the pigs 
at No-Name Cay.
 When heading out to No-
Name Cay, make sure to be fully 
prepared for your visit. Don’t for-
get to take lots of sun screen and 
protective clothing. Even though 
there are trees for shade on the 
island, chances are you will be 
spending most of your time in the 
sun.
 Pack a picnic lunch for you 
and the family, but be sure to take 
plenty extra for the piggies. The 
pigs love leftovers: bread, veg-
etables, fruit, almost anything. 
Keep in mind that the adult pigs 
tend to be greedy, leaving very 
little left for the babies. Be sure 
to save some food for the smaller 
pigs. Remember to bring plenty 
for yourself and those travelling 
with you. And while it’s not es-
sential anymore, feel free to take 
fresh water for the pigs. 
 Locals have been making sure 
these pigs are well taken care of. 
Animal lover Craig Russell, nick-
named the “Pig Whisperer,” along 
with his wife Jan, often visit the 
cay to care for the pigs and make 
sure they have food and fresh wa-
ter. Getting a supply of fresh wa-
ter to the pigs has always been a 
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hard task since there is no fresh 
water supply on the island. It was 
always asked of visitors to take lots 
of fresh water for the pigs. How-
ever, recently, Craig and Jan have 
bought and installed a 2,000-gal-
lon water tank on the island. 
 Wade & Martha Cash owners 
of Sunset Marine, placed the tank 
on the island & refill it when nec-
essary. This has been such a bless-
ing because we were taking 30 to 
40 gals. at least twice a week. The 
tank operates similar to those at 
pig farms, and the smart pigs of 
No-Name Cay have adapted well 
to their new water supply. A spe-
cial thanks to all that supply food 
for the pigs to take to them & all 
the visitors that take food.  
 When approaching the beach 
by boat, if you are lucky the pigs 
will swim out and meet you at the 
boat. The pigs love to swim in the 
shallows, but they prefer to swim 
when the water is warm (just like 
us). The best way to ensure that 
the pigs swim out into the water 
with you is to feed them from the 
water and not on the land. But if 
they don’t go into the water, rest 

assured, once you land on the 
beach they will come to say hello 
and see what kind of snacks you 
have brought for them. While these 
pigs are very used to visitors, keep 
in mind they are wild creatures, 
so be sure to approach them with 
caution. The babies are typically 
the friendliest, but often times do 
not get much attention due to the 
demanding adults.
 To enjoy your trip to No-Name 
Cay to the fullest, plan on spend-
ing a few hours there with the pigs. 
Feed them slowly. And then enjoy 
a swim in the crystal clear water. 
If you are lucky, the pigs will come 
out into the water and spend more 
time with you. When leaving the 
island, do the pigs a favor and re-
member to take your trash with 
you.
 You do not want to miss this 
attraction. Tourists and locals 
alike should all be sure to make 
this trip to No-Name Cay. How 
often can you feed, swim with, and 
spend the day with wild pigs? This 
is a trip that you will remember for 
a lifetime!
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