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Kaylee's Parrot
Adventure
By Timothy Roberts

Early in the morning on January 30

Kaylee Roberts awoke to prepare for a

field trip she had been Jooking forward to
for some time; that day she was going to
see Abaco parrots for the first time.

At 7a.m. a group of about 20 persons,

three of whom were under the age of 8

years, waited at Abaco Beach Resort ready
for the Bahamas National Trust's tour to
begin.

Caroline Stahala, a scientist who has

spent several years studying the Abaco
parrots, lead the group and gave us in-
sights into the life of the endemic parrot.
Here is the perspective of the field trip by
7-year-old Kaylee, a second grade student
at Agape Christian School.

"I went to Bahama Palm Shotes and I
also went to the Abaco National Park so

I could see parrots. We got there on a bus

that was full of people.

"When we got there, we got out. of the
bus, and we started looking for the Abaco
parrot and we saw some woodpeckers.
Then we found a man and he showed us

some Abaco parrots.
"They were very pretty and the! were

colorful. They were also very noisy. We
saw them flying and we saw them talking
to each other.

"It was super seeing the Abaco parrots.
I wanted to stay there forever. A nice lady
let me use her binoculars. The binoculars
helped me see the birds like they were re-
ally close.

"The parrots were blue, green and red
and had a white head. They were play-
ing and hanging by one foot, and I think
they were fighting with their beaks. Ms.
Stahala said they eat berries from the
gumbo limbo (gumelemi) tree and eat

seeds in the winter.
"We then went to Abaco National Park.

Ms. Stahala showed us where a parrot
nests and that they clean around'the nest.

If there is a fire, the parrot will be safe in

The Bahamns National Trust organized a tour to see the parrots of South Abaco with
parrot researcher Caroline Stahala. The group, including three children, were thilled
to see them in their home territory, calling to each other and interacting between them.

the nest. parrots and went under the tree they were
"I found pinecones there; When parrots in and I also found a lot of pinecones. I

find pinecones, if they are closed, they really, really, really want to go see them
open them up and get seeds out. again!"

"I felt good because I got to see Abaco
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